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In your experience at your institution during the current school year, about how often have you done
each of the following?  Mark your answers in the boxes.  Examples:

1

Asked questions in class or
contributed to class discussions

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

k.

Made a class presentation

Prepared two or more drafts
of a paper or assignment
before turning it in

Worked on a paper or project that
required integrating ideas or
information from various sources

Included diverse perspectives
(different races, religions, genders,
political beliefs, etc.) in class
discussions or writing assignments

Come to class without completing
readings or assignments

Worked with other students on
projects during class

Worked with classmates
outside of class to prepare
class assignments

Put together ideas or concepts
from different courses when
completing assignments or
during class discussions

Tutored or taught other
students (paid or voluntary)

Participated in a community-based
project (e.g., service learning) as
part of a regular course

Had serious conversations with
students who are very different
from you in terms of their
religious beliefs, political
opinions, or personal values

Had serious conversations with
students of a different race or
ethnicity than your own

Discussed ideas from your
readings or classes with others
outside of class (students,
family members, co-workers, etc.)

t.

u.

v.

Worked with faculty members on
activities other than coursework
(committees, orientation,
student life activities, etc.)

s.

During the current school year, how much has 
your coursework emphasized the following
mental activities?

2

a.

Synthesizing and organizing
ideas, information, or experiences
into new, more complex 
interpretations and relationships

c.

Analyzing the basic elements of
an idea, experience, or theory,
such as examining a particular
case or situation in depth and
considering its components

b.

Making judgments about the
value of information, arguments,
or methods, such as examining
how others gathered and
interpreted data and assessing
the soundness of their conclusions

d.

Applying theories or concepts to
practical problems or in new
situations

e.

Memorizing facts, ideas, or
methods from your courses and
readings so you can repeat them
in pretty much the same form

r. Worked harder than you thought
you could to meet an instructor's
standards or expectationsWhat have most of your grades been up to now

at this institution?

Which of the following best describes where
you are living now while attending college?

What is the highest level of education that your
parent(s) completed? (Mark one box per column.)

THANKS FOR SHARING YOUR RESPONSES!
After completing the survey, please put it in the enclosed postage-paid envelope and deposit it in any U.S.
Postal Service mailbox. Questions or comments?  Contact the National Survey of Student Engagement, Indiana
University, 1900 East Tenth Street, Eigenmann Hall Suite 419, Bloomington IN 47406-7512 or
nsse@indiana.edu or www.nsse.iub.edu. Copyright © 2007 Indiana University.

Please print your major(s) or your expected
major(s).

Attended college but did not complete
degree
Completed an associate's degree (A.A.,
A.S., etc.)
Completed a bachelor's degree (B.A.,
B.S., etc.)
Completed a master's degree (M.A.,
M.S., etc.)
Completed a doctoral degree (Ph.D.,
J.D., M.D., etc.)

Graduated from high school

Did not finish high school

Are you a student-athlete on a team sponsored
by your institution's athletics department?

Father Mother

On what team(s) are you an athlete (e.g.,
football, swimming)? Please answer below:

Residence (house, apartment, etc.) within
driving distance of the institution
Fraternity or sorority house

Dormitory or other campus housing (not fraternity/
sorority house)
Residence (house, apartment, etc.) within
walking distance of the institution

Yes No  (Go to question 25.)

A

A-

B+

B

B-

C+

C

C- or lower

25

28

27

26

24Write in your year of birth: 1 915

Very
often Often

Some-
times Never

Very
often Often

Some-
times Never

Very
much

Quite
a bit Some

Very
little

23 Are you a member of a social fraternity or
sorority?

Yes No

22 Thinking about this current academic term,
how would you characterize your enrollment?

Less than full-timeFull-time

None

4-year college other than this one

Community or junior college

Vocational or technical school

Since graduating from high school, which of
the following types of schools have you
attended other than the one you are
attending now? (Mark all that apply.)

21

Started here Started elsewhere

Did you begin college at your current
institution or elsewhere?

20

Sophomore

Junior

What is your current classification in college?

Freshman/first-year

19

What is your racial or ethnic identification?
(Mark only one.)

18

American Indian or other Native American

Asian, Asian American, or Pacific Islander

Black or African American

White (non-Hispanic)

Mexican or Mexican American

Puerto Rican

Other Hispanic or Latino

Multiracial

Other

I prefer not to respond

Are you an international student or foreign
national?

Yes No

17

Your sex:
Male Female

16

or

q. Received prompt written or oral
feedback from faculty on your
academic performance

Discussed ideas from your
readings or classes with faculty
members outside of class

p.

o.

n.

m.

l. Used an electronic medium
(listserv, chat group, Internet,
instant messaging, etc.) to discuss
or complete an assignment

Used e-mail to communicate
with an instructor

Discussed grades or assignments
with an instructor

Talked about career plans with
a faculty member or advisor

The College Student Report

National Survey of Student Engagement 2008

b. If applicable, second major (not minor, concentration, etc.):

a. Primary major (Print only one.):

Other

Senior

Unclassified
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How would you evaluate your entire educational
experience at this institution?

If you could start over again, would you go to the
same institution you are now attending?

Overall, how would you evaluate the quality of
academic advising you have received at your
institution?

To what extent has your experience at this
institution contributed to your knowledge, skills,
and personal development in the following
areas?

Acquiring job or work-related
knowledge and skills

Writing clearly and effectively

Speaking clearly and effectively

Thinking critically and analytically

Analyzing quantitative problems

Using computing and information
technology

Acquiring a broad general
education

Working effectively with others

Voting in local, state, or
national elections

Contributing to the welfare of
your community

Understanding people of other
racial and ethnic backgrounds

Developing a personal code of
values and ethics

Learning effectively on your own

Understanding yourself

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

k.

l.

m.

o.

Solving complex real-world
problems

n.

11

Developing a deepened sense
of spirituality

p.

a. Spending significant amounts of
time studying and on academic
work

b. Providing the support you need
to help you succeed academically

12

13

14

Poor

Fair

Good

Excellent

Excellent
Good

Fair

Poor

Definitely yes

Probably yes

Probably no
Definitely no

Number of problem sets that
take you more than an hour
to complete

a.

b. Number of problem sets that
take you less than an hour
to complete

In a typical week, how many homework problem
sets do you complete?

a. Attended an art exhibit, play, dance,
music, theater, or other performance

Exercised or participated in
physical fitness activities

b.

Participated in activities to
enhance your spirituality
(worship, meditation, prayer, etc.)

c.

During the current school year, about how often
have you done each of the following?

6

Examined the strengths and
weaknesses of your own
views on a topic or issue

d.

Tried to better understand someone
else's views by imagining how an
issue looks from his or her perspective

e.

Learned something that changed
the way you understand an issue
or concept

f.

4

Culminating senior
experience (capstone
course, senior project or
thesis, comprehensive
exam, etc.)

h.

Study abroadf.

g. Independent study or
self-designed major

e. Foreign language
coursework

Community service or
volunteer work

b.

Practicum, internship,
field experience, co-op
experience, or clinical
assignment

a.

Participate in a learning
community or some other
formal program where
groups of students take
two or more classes
together

c.

d. Work on a research project
with a faculty member
outside of course or
program requirements

Which of the following have you done or do
you plan to do before you graduate from your
institution?

7

Have
not

decided
Plan
to do

 

Done

Do not
plan
to do

Mark the box that best represents the extent to
which your examinations during the current school
year have challenged you to do your best work.

5

More
than 6None 5-63-41-2

Very
much

Quite
a bit Some

Very
much

Quite
a bit Some

Very
little

About how many hours do you spend in a typical
7-day week doing each of the following?

9

Preparing for class (studying, reading, writing, doing
homework or lab work, analyzing data, rehearsing, and
other academic activities)

a.

Working for pay on campusb.

c. Working for pay off campus

e. Relaxing and socializing (watching TV, partying, etc.)

f. Providing care for dependents living with you (parents,
children, spouse, etc.)

g. Commuting to class (driving, walking, etc.)

d. Participating in co-curricular activities (organizations, campus
publications, student government, fraternity or sorority,
intercollegiate or intramural sports, etc.)

To what extent does your institution emphasize
each of the following?

10

During the current school year, about how much
reading and writing have you done?

3

Number of assigned textbooks, books, or book-length packs of
course readings

Number of books read on your own (not assigned) for personal
enjoyment or academic enrichment

Number of written papers or reports of 20 pages or more

Number of written papers or reports between 5 and 19 pages

a.

b.

c.

d.

Number of written papers or reports of fewer than 5 pagese.

Mark the box that best represents the quality of
your relationships with people at your institution.

8

Relationships with other students

Relationships with faculty members

Relationships with administrative personnel and offices

Unfriendly,
Unsupportive,

Sense of alienation

a.

b.

c.

Friendly,
Supportive,

Sense of belonging

Available,
Helpful,

Sympathetic

Unavailable,
Unhelpful,

Unsympathetic

Helpful,
Considerate,

Flexible

Unhelpful,
Inconsiderate,

Rigid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Very little Very much

Hours per week
More

than 30
26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

Hours per week

Hours per week

Hours per week

Hours per week

Hours per week

Hours per week
More

than 30
26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

More
than 30

26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

More
than 30

26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

More
than 30

26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

More
than 30

26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

More
than 30

26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

Very
little

None 1-4 5-10 11-20 More than 20

None 1-4 5-10 11-20 More than 20

None 1-4 5-10 11-20 More than 20

None 1-4 5-10 11-20 More than 20

None 1-4 5-10 11-20 More than 20

Providing the support you need
to thrive socially

e.

c. Encouraging contact among
students from different economic,
social, and racial or ethnic
backgrounds

f. Attending campus events and
activities (special speakers, cultural
performances, athletic events, etc.)

Using computers in academic workg.

Helping you cope with your non-
academic responsibilities (work,
family, etc.)

d.

Very
often Often

Some-
times Never
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How would you evaluate your entire educational
experience at this institution?

If you could start over again, would you go to the
same institution you are now attending?

Overall, how would you evaluate the quality of
academic advising you have received at your
institution?

To what extent has your experience at this
institution contributed to your knowledge, skills,
and personal development in the following
areas?

Acquiring job or work-related
knowledge and skills

Writing clearly and effectively

Speaking clearly and effectively

Thinking critically and analytically

Analyzing quantitative problems

Using computing and information
technology

Acquiring a broad general
education

Working effectively with others

Voting in local, state, or
national elections

Contributing to the welfare of
your community

Understanding people of other
racial and ethnic backgrounds

Developing a personal code of
values and ethics

Learning effectively on your own

Understanding yourself

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

k.

l.

m.

o.

Solving complex real-world
problems

n.

11

Developing a deepened sense
of spirituality

p.

a. Spending significant amounts of
time studying and on academic
work

b. Providing the support you need
to help you succeed academically

12

13

14

Poor

Fair

Good

Excellent

Excellent
Good

Fair

Poor

Definitely yes

Probably yes

Probably no
Definitely no

Number of problem sets that
take you more than an hour
to complete

a.

b. Number of problem sets that
take you less than an hour
to complete

In a typical week, how many homework problem
sets do you complete?

a. Attended an art exhibit, play, dance,
music, theater, or other performance

Exercised or participated in
physical fitness activities

b.

Participated in activities to
enhance your spirituality
(worship, meditation, prayer, etc.)

c.

During the current school year, about how often
have you done each of the following?

6

Examined the strengths and
weaknesses of your own
views on a topic or issue

d.

Tried to better understand someone
else's views by imagining how an
issue looks from his or her perspective

e.

Learned something that changed
the way you understand an issue
or concept

f.

4

Culminating senior
experience (capstone
course, senior project or
thesis, comprehensive
exam, etc.)

h.

Study abroadf.

g. Independent study or
self-designed major

e. Foreign language
coursework

Community service or
volunteer work

b.

Practicum, internship,
field experience, co-op
experience, or clinical
assignment

a.

Participate in a learning
community or some other
formal program where
groups of students take
two or more classes
together

c.

d. Work on a research project
with a faculty member
outside of course or
program requirements

Which of the following have you done or do
you plan to do before you graduate from your
institution?

7

Have
not

decided
Plan
to do

 

Done

Do not
plan
to do

Mark the box that best represents the extent to
which your examinations during the current school
year have challenged you to do your best work.

5

More
than 6None 5-63-41-2

Very
much

Quite
a bit Some

Very
much

Quite
a bit Some

Very
little

About how many hours do you spend in a typical
7-day week doing each of the following?

9

Preparing for class (studying, reading, writing, doing
homework or lab work, analyzing data, rehearsing, and
other academic activities)

a.

Working for pay on campusb.

c. Working for pay off campus

e. Relaxing and socializing (watching TV, partying, etc.)

f. Providing care for dependents living with you (parents,
children, spouse, etc.)

g. Commuting to class (driving, walking, etc.)

d. Participating in co-curricular activities (organizations, campus
publications, student government, fraternity or sorority,
intercollegiate or intramural sports, etc.)

To what extent does your institution emphasize
each of the following?

10

During the current school year, about how much
reading and writing have you done?

3

Number of assigned textbooks, books, or book-length packs of
course readings

Number of books read on your own (not assigned) for personal
enjoyment or academic enrichment

Number of written papers or reports of 20 pages or more

Number of written papers or reports between 5 and 19 pages

a.

b.

c.

d.

Number of written papers or reports of fewer than 5 pagese.

Mark the box that best represents the quality of
your relationships with people at your institution.

8

Relationships with other students

Relationships with faculty members

Relationships with administrative personnel and offices

Unfriendly,
Unsupportive,

Sense of alienation

a.

b.

c.

Friendly,
Supportive,

Sense of belonging

Available,
Helpful,

Sympathetic

Unavailable,
Unhelpful,

Unsympathetic

Helpful,
Considerate,

Flexible

Unhelpful,
Inconsiderate,

Rigid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Very little Very much

Hours per week
More

than 30
26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

Hours per week

Hours per week

Hours per week

Hours per week

Hours per week

Hours per week
More

than 30
26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

More
than 30

26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

More
than 30

26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

More
than 30

26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

More
than 30

26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

More
than 30

26-3021-2516-2011-156-101-50

Very
little

None 1-4 5-10 11-20 More than 20

None 1-4 5-10 11-20 More than 20

None 1-4 5-10 11-20 More than 20

None 1-4 5-10 11-20 More than 20

None 1-4 5-10 11-20 More than 20

Providing the support you need
to thrive socially

e.

c. Encouraging contact among
students from different economic,
social, and racial or ethnic
backgrounds

f. Attending campus events and
activities (special speakers, cultural
performances, athletic events, etc.)

Using computers in academic workg.

Helping you cope with your non-
academic responsibilities (work,
family, etc.)

d.

Very
often Often

Some-
times Never

SA
MPL

E

6 - 26



In your experience at your institution during the current school year, about how often have you done
each of the following?  Mark your answers in the boxes.  Examples:

1

Asked questions in class or
contributed to class discussions

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

k.

Made a class presentation

Prepared two or more drafts
of a paper or assignment
before turning it in

Worked on a paper or project that
required integrating ideas or
information from various sources

Included diverse perspectives
(different races, religions, genders,
political beliefs, etc.) in class
discussions or writing assignments

Come to class without completing
readings or assignments

Worked with other students on
projects during class

Worked with classmates
outside of class to prepare
class assignments

Put together ideas or concepts
from different courses when
completing assignments or
during class discussions

Tutored or taught other
students (paid or voluntary)

Participated in a community-based
project (e.g., service learning) as
part of a regular course

Had serious conversations with
students who are very different
from you in terms of their
religious beliefs, political
opinions, or personal values

Had serious conversations with
students of a different race or
ethnicity than your own

Discussed ideas from your
readings or classes with others
outside of class (students,
family members, co-workers, etc.)

t.

u.

v.

Worked with faculty members on
activities other than coursework
(committees, orientation,
student life activities, etc.)

s.

During the current school year, how much has 
your coursework emphasized the following
mental activities?

2

a.

Synthesizing and organizing
ideas, information, or experiences
into new, more complex 
interpretations and relationships

c.

Analyzing the basic elements of
an idea, experience, or theory,
such as examining a particular
case or situation in depth and
considering its components

b.

Making judgments about the
value of information, arguments,
or methods, such as examining
how others gathered and
interpreted data and assessing
the soundness of their conclusions

d.

Applying theories or concepts to
practical problems or in new
situations

e.

Memorizing facts, ideas, or
methods from your courses and
readings so you can repeat them
in pretty much the same form

r. Worked harder than you thought
you could to meet an instructor's
standards or expectationsWhat have most of your grades been up to now

at this institution?

Which of the following best describes where
you are living now while attending college?

What is the highest level of education that your
parent(s) completed? (Mark one box per column.)

THANKS FOR SHARING YOUR RESPONSES!
After completing the survey, please put it in the enclosed postage-paid envelope and deposit it in any U.S.
Postal Service mailbox. Questions or comments?  Contact the National Survey of Student Engagement, Indiana
University, 1900 East Tenth Street, Eigenmann Hall Suite 419, Bloomington IN 47406-7512 or
nsse@indiana.edu or www.nsse.iub.edu. Copyright © 2007 Indiana University.

Please print your major(s) or your expected
major(s).

Attended college but did not complete
degree
Completed an associate's degree (A.A.,
A.S., etc.)
Completed a bachelor's degree (B.A.,
B.S., etc.)
Completed a master's degree (M.A.,
M.S., etc.)
Completed a doctoral degree (Ph.D.,
J.D., M.D., etc.)

Graduated from high school

Did not finish high school

Are you a student-athlete on a team sponsored
by your institution's athletics department?

Father Mother

On what team(s) are you an athlete (e.g.,
football, swimming)? Please answer below:

Residence (house, apartment, etc.) within
driving distance of the institution
Fraternity or sorority house

Dormitory or other campus housing (not fraternity/
sorority house)
Residence (house, apartment, etc.) within
walking distance of the institution

Yes No  (Go to question 25.)

A

A-

B+

B

B-

C+

C

C- or lower

25

28

27

26

24Write in your year of birth: 1 915

Very
often Often

Some-
times Never

Very
often Often

Some-
times Never

Very
much

Quite
a bit Some

Very
little

23 Are you a member of a social fraternity or
sorority?

Yes No

22 Thinking about this current academic term,
how would you characterize your enrollment?

Less than full-timeFull-time

None

4-year college other than this one

Community or junior college

Vocational or technical school

Since graduating from high school, which of
the following types of schools have you
attended other than the one you are
attending now? (Mark all that apply.)

21

Started here Started elsewhere

Did you begin college at your current
institution or elsewhere?

20

Sophomore

Junior

What is your current classification in college?

Freshman/first-year

19

What is your racial or ethnic identification?
(Mark only one.)

18

American Indian or other Native American

Asian, Asian American, or Pacific Islander

Black or African American

White (non-Hispanic)

Mexican or Mexican American

Puerto Rican

Other Hispanic or Latino

Multiracial

Other

I prefer not to respond

Are you an international student or foreign
national?

Yes No

17

Your sex:
Male Female

16

or

q. Received prompt written or oral
feedback from faculty on your
academic performance

Discussed ideas from your
readings or classes with faculty
members outside of class

p.

o.

n.

m.

l. Used an electronic medium
(listserv, chat group, Internet,
instant messaging, etc.) to discuss
or complete an assignment

Used e-mail to communicate
with an instructor

Discussed grades or assignments
with an instructor

Talked about career plans with
a faculty member or advisor

The College Student Report

National Survey of Student Engagement 2008

b. If applicable, second major (not minor, concentration, etc.):

a. Primary major (Print only one.):

Other

Senior

Unclassified
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Student Experiences Survey

Section I

PAGE 1

© 2007 Center of Inquiry in the Liberal Arts at Wabash College Printed in U.S.A. IM-174265-001:654321

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: This survey contains questions about your activities and experiences during this academic year. There is
neither a right nor wrong answer to any question. Please do your best to provide complete information. However, if you cannot respond
to an item, feel free to leave the response blank. Your identity and responses will be held in strict confidence.

I.C.—050 0GF 070

1
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5

6

7

8

9

0

1

2
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4

5

6

7

8

9

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

0

DIRECTIONS:

Use only a soft lead, #2 pencil—no mechanical pencils. Do not use an ink or ballpoint pen.
Fill in the appropriate ovals completely.
Make your marks heavy and dark and keep within the ovals.
To change an answer, erase your mark completely and then mark your new choice.
Mark only ONE response for each question.

•
•
•
•
•

Note: Before you begin the survey, please print your Study ID Number, located on the label of
your envelope, in the boxes to the right. Then, fill in the corresponding oval below each box.

Study ID Number

➥

1. What is the highest academic degree you intend to earn in your
lifetime? (Mark only one oval.)

Vocational/technical certificate or diploma
Associate degree (A.A., A.S., or equivalent)
Bachelor’s degree (B.A., B.S., etc.)
Master’s degree (M.A., M.S., M.B.A., etc.)
Law (J.D.)
Doctorate (Ph.D., Ed.D., M.D.)

2. During this academic year, how many courses have you taken or
are you taking in the general areas listed below?

3. Have you received and/or are you now receiving the following types
of financial aid?

Yes No

A.
B.
C.

Loans
Scholarships and/or grants
Work-study

Fine Arts, Humanities, and Languages (e.g.,
art, music, philosophy, religion, history)
Mathematics/Statistics/Computer Science
Natural Sciences (e.g., chemistry, physics)
Social Science (e.g., anthropology, economics,
psychology, political science, sociology)
Allied Health (e.g., nursing, physical therapy)

0 Courses
1 Course

2 Courses
3 Courses

4 Courses
5 or More Courses

A.

B.
C.
D.

E.
F.

G.
H.
I.

Section II

1. Below are some activities in which students often participate while
in college. Indicate if you have or have not had each experience
during your time at this college.

Yes No

A.

B.

C.

D.
E.
F.

Participated in a living-learning community where your
residence was connected to an academic program
Participated in a learning community where you and a
group of students took two or more classes together
Held a leadership position in a student club, campus
organization, residence hall, or fraternity/sorority
Been a member of an honors college or honors program
Served as a resident assistant/advisor

G.
H.
I.

J.
K.

Served as a student orientation leader
Participated in a leadership-training program
Participated in a seminar designed specifically for first-
year students (e.g., First-Year, Freshman Seminar)
Was a member of a religious congregation or group
Discussed a personal problem or concern with a faculty
member

Served as a peer educator in a non-academic area (e.g.,
health and wellness, career exploration)

Attended a debate or lecture on a current political/
social issue
Participated in intramural sports

Very Often
Often

Sometimes
Rarely

Never

2. How often have you engaged in each of the following activities
during this academic year?

A.

B.
C.

D.

Participated in a racial or cultural awareness
workshop
Participated in activities that helped you explore
career options

Business
Education
Engineering
Other Pre-professional (e.g., architecture, agri-
culture, journalism)
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Courses focusing on diverse cultures and perspec-
tives (e.g., African American Studies, Latino Studies)
Courses focusing on women’s/gender studies

0 Courses or Activities
1 Course or Activity

2 Courses or Activities
3 Courses or Activities

4 or More Courses or Activities

Strongly Agree
Agree

Neutral
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

3. In how many of the following courses or activities have you
participated or taken part during this academic year?

A.

B.
C.

D.

E.

Courses focusing on issues of equality and/or
social justice
Courses taught by more than one instructor, each
from a different department
Student clubs or campus organizations

4. Below are statements about your contact and interactions with
faculty. Indicate the extent to which you agree/disagree with each.

My non-classroom interactions with faculty have
had a positive influence on my personal growth,
values, and attitudes.

My non-classroom interactions with faculty have
had a positive influence on my intellectual growth
and interest in ideas.

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

My non-classroom interactions with faculty have
had a positive influence on my career goals and
aspirations.

Since coming to this institution, I have developed
a close, personal relationship with at least one
faculty member.

I am satisfied with the opportunities to meet and
interact informally with faculty members.

Very Often
Often

Sometimes
Rarely

Never

7. Below are statements about experiences you may have had in
class. How often have you experienced each?

Faculty asked challenging questions in class.
Faculty asked me to show how a particular course
concept could be applied to an actual problem or
situation.

A.
B.

C.

D.

E.
F.

Faculty asked me to point out any fallacies in
basic ideas, principles, or points of view presented
in the course.

Faculty asked me to argue for or against a
particular point of view.
Faculty challenged my ideas in class.
Students challenged each other’s ideas in class.

5. Below are statements about your views of the faculty’s interest in
teaching and students. Indicate the extent to which you
agree/disagree with each.

are genuinely interested in students.
are interested in helping students grow in more
than just academic areas.

A.
B.

C.
D.
E.

are outstanding teachers.
are genuinely interested in teaching.
are willing to spend time outside of class to
discuss issues of interest and importance to
students.

Strongly Agree
Agree

Neutral
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Most faculty with whom I have had contact . . . .

Very Often
Often

Sometimes
Rarely

Never

6. Below are statements about receiving feedback from faculty
concerning your learning in the classroom. How often have you
experienced each?

Faculty informed me of my level of performance in
a timely manner.
Faculty checked to see if I had learned the
material well before going on to new material.

A.

B.

Very Often
Often

Sometimes
Rarely

Never

8. Below are statements about faculty skill/clarity as well as
preparation and organization in teaching. Taking into consideration
all of the faculty with whom you’ve interacted at this college/
university, how often have you experienced each?

Faculty gave clear explanations.
Faculty made good use of examples and illustra-
tions to explain difficult points.

A.
B.

C.

D.

E.

F.
G.
H.
I.

J.

Faculty effectively reviewed and summarized the
material.

Faculty gave assignments that helped in learning
the course material.
The presentation of material was well organized.
Faculty were well prepared for class.

Faculty interpreted abstract ideas and theories
clearly.

Class time was used effectively.
Course goals and requirements were clearly
explained.
Faculty had a good command of what they were
teaching.

Strongly Agree
Agree

Neutral
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

9. Indicate the extent to which you agree/disagree with each of the
following statements about your experiences at this college.

Courses have helped me understand the
historical, political, and social connections of past
events.

Courses have helped me see the connections
between my intended career and how it affects
society.

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

My out-of-class experiences have helped me
connect what I have learned in the classroom
with life events.

My out-of-class experiences have helped me
translate knowledge and understanding from the
classroom into action.

My out-of-class experiences have had a positive
influence on my intellectual growth and interest in
ideas.

My out-of-class experiences have had a positive
influence on my personal growth, attitudes, and 
values.
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10. Below are descriptions of the types of exams or assignments you
may have had at this college. How often have you experienced
each?

write essays.
solve problems.

A.
B.
C.

D.
E.

F.

use course content to address a problem not
presented in the course.
compare or contrast topics or ideas from a course.

argue for or against a particular point of view and
defend my argument.

Very Often
Often

Sometimes
Rarely

Never

Exams or assignments required me to . . . .

point out the strengths and weaknesses of a
particular argument or point of view.

14. How frequently have you interacted with student affairs
professionals (e.g., residence hall staff, career counselor, student
union or campus activities staff) as described below?

Discussed grades or assignments
Discussed ideas from your reading or classes

A.
B.

C.

D.
E.
F.

Talked about career plans

Worked on out-of-class activities (e.g., committees,
orientation, student life activities)

Discussed a personal problem or concern
Had serious discussions with staff whose political,
social, or religious opinions were different from
your own

Very Often
Often

Sometimes
Rarely

Never

13. Below are statements about learning cooperatively with other
students on academic matters. How often have you experienced
each?

In my classes, students taught each other in
addition to faculty teaching.

A.

B.

C.

Faculty encouraged me to participate in study
groups outside of class.
I have participated in one or more study group(s)
outside of class.

Very Often
Often

Sometimes
Rarely

Never

Very Often
Often

Sometimes
Rarely

Never

A.
B.

C.
D.
E.

F.
G.
H.

Strongly Agree
Agree

Neutral
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

11. Below are statements about experiences you may have had with
other students at this college. To what extent do you agree/
disagree with each?

Since coming to this institution, I have developed
close personal relationships with other students.
The student friendships I have developed at this
institution have been personally satisfying.

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

My interpersonal relationships with other students
have had a positive influence on my personal
growth, attitudes, and values.

My interpersonal relationships with other students
have had a positive influence on my intellectual
growth and interest in ideas.

It has been difficult for me to meet and make
friends with other students.
Few of the students I know would be willing to
listen to me and help me if I had a personal
problem.

Most students at this institution have values and
attitudes different from my own.

12. How often have you had the following interactions with diverse
students (e.g., students differing from you in race, national origin,
values, religion, political views) while attending this college?

Had discussions regarding inter-group relations
Had meaningful and honest discussions about
issues related to social justice
Shared personal feelings and problems
Had guarded, cautious interactions
Felt silenced by prejudice and discrimination from
sharing my own experiences
Had hurtful, unresolved interactions
Had tense, somewhat hostile interactions
Felt insulted or threatened based on my race,
national origin, values, or religion

1. How important to you personally is each of the following?

Becoming accomplished in one of the performing
arts (e.g., acting, dancing, singing)

A.

B.

C.
D.
E.
F.

G.
H.
I.

J.
K.
L.

Obtaining recognition from my colleagues for
contributions to my field of expertise
Influencing the political structure

Helping others who are in difficulty
Making a theoretical contribution to science
Writing original works (e.g., poems, novels, short
stories)
Creating artistic work (e.g., painting, sculpture, film)

Essential
Very Important

Somewhat Important
Not Important

Becoming successful in a business of my own

Influencing social values
Raising a family
Having administrative responsibility for the work of
others

Becoming involved in activities that preserve and
enrich the environment

Volunteering in my community
M.
N.
O.
P.

Q.
R.
S.

T.
U.
V.

W.

Helping to promote racial understanding
Keeping up to date with political affairs
Becoming a community leader
Integrating spirituality into my life
Improving my understanding of other countries
and cultures
Working to find a cure for a disease or illness
Making a lot of money
Working in a prestigious occupation
Becoming passionate about or committed to my
occupation

Developing a meaningful philosophy of life
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Strongly Agree
Agree

Neutral
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

2. Indicate the extent to which you agree/disagree with each of the
following statements about your views or perspectives in general.

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

I.

I enjoy having discussions with people whose
ideas and values are different from my own.
The real value of a college education lies in being
introduced to different values.
I enjoy talking with people who have values
different from mine because it helps me better
understand myself and my values.

Learning about people from different cultures is a
very important part of my college education.
I enjoy taking courses that challenge my beliefs
and values.
The courses I enjoy most are those that make me
think about things from a different perspective.
Contact with individuals whose backgrounds
(e.g., race, national origin, sexual orientation) are
different from my own is an essential part of my
college education.

I am willing to work hard in a course to learn the
material even if it won’t lead to a higher grade.
When I do well on a test, it is usually because I
am well-prepared, not because the test is easy.
I frequently do more reading in a class than is
required simply because it interests me.
I frequently talk to faculty outside of class about
ideas presented during class.

J.

K.

L.

M.

N.

O.

P.
Q.
R.
S.
T.

U.

Getting the best grades I can is very important to
me.
I enjoy the challenge of learning complicated new
material.
My academic experiences (i.e., courses, labs,
studying, discussions with faculty) will be the
most important part of college.

My academic experiences (i.e., courses, labs,
studying, discussions with faculty) will be the
most enjoyable part of college.

I enjoy reading poetry and literature.
I enjoy reading about science.
I enjoy reading about history.
I enjoy expressing my ideas in writing.
After I write about something, I see that subject
differently.
If I have something good to read, I’m never bored.

How would you characterize your political views?

Far left
Liberal
Middle-of-the-road
Conservative
Far right

Overall, how would you rate your health?

Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
Very Poor

How frequently do you engage in aerobic exercise (e.g., running,
walking, hiking, swimming)?

I don’t exercise regularly.
1–2 hours per week
3–4 hours per week
5–6 hours per week
More than 6 hours per week

1.

2.

3.

4.

0 times per week
1 time per week
2 times per week
3 times per week
4 times per week
5 times per week
6 times per week
7 times per week
More than 7 times per week

In a typical one-week period during this year in college, how often
did you consume alcoholic beverages?

In a typical one-week period during this year in college, how often
did you have 5 or more “drinks” in one sitting? (A “drink” is a
12-ounce can of beer, a 4-ounce glass of wine, 1 wine cooler, 1
shot of liquor, or 1 mixed drink.)

5.

0 times
1 time
2 times
3–4 times 
5 or more times

Very Often
Often

Sometimes
Rarely

Never

3. How often have you had the following experiences while attending
this college?

Encountered diverse perspectives on campus
outside the classroom (e.g., administrative offices,
public forums)

A.

B.

C.
D.

E.

F.

Made friends with a student whose race was
different from your own
Made friends with a student from another country
Had serious discussions with other students about
different lifestyles and customs
Had serious discussions with other students about
major social issues such as racial diversity, human
rights, equality, or justice

Had serious discussions with faculty whose
political, social, or religious opinions were different
from your own

6. How many cigarettes do you smoke a day?

I don’t smoke cigarettes.
Less than 1/2 pack
1/2 to 1 pack
More than 1 pack but less than 2 packs
2 or more packs

7. How often do you feel that you are “sleep deprived” (i.e., don’t get
enough sleep to function effectively)?

Almost always
Frequently
Occasionally
Seldom
Never

Thank you for your answers
to these questions.

Section IV
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Appendix D: Classification System for the Good Practice and NSSE Deep Learning Scores

Good Teaching and High-Quality Interactions with Faculty
Good Teaching:

Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion Max

51 91 114

Faculty interest in teaching and student development Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
15 20

1 = Strongly Disagree 3 4  
2 = Disagree Mean 4.17
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.75
4 = Agree N1 4344
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 3 4  
2 = Disagree Mean 3.88
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.86
4 = Agree N 4341
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 3 4  
2 = Disagree Mean 3.76
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.88
4 = Agree N 4342
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 3 4  
2 = Disagree Mean 4.07
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.76
4 = Agree N 4339
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 3 4  
2 = Disagree Mean 4.15
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.81
4 = Agree N 4340
5 = Strongly Agree

1 N = the total number of students from the 2006 and 2007 cohorts of the Wabash National Study who answered each item in both the fall and spring assessments

To develop the High , Moderate , and Low  categories for scores on the good practice and NSSE scales, we looked at each survey item within the scales to determine which answers 
indicated adequate and inadequate levels of experience with the teaching practice or condition. We specified the low and high levels first; anything in between these two categories 
was classified as moderate. In general, responses such as “never,” “rarely,” or “neutral” to questions about students' experiences with good teaching practices and supportive 
institutional conditions were classified as low, while responses such as "often" or "very often" were classified as high.

Most faculty with whom I have had contact are 
outstanding teachers.

Most faculty with whom I have had contact are 
genuinely interested in teaching.

Most faculty with whom I have had contact are willing 
to spend time outside of class to discuss issues of 
interest and importance to students.

Most faculty with whom I have had contact are 
genuinely interested in students. 

Most faculty with whom I have had contact are 
interested in helping students grow in more than just 
academic areas.
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Prompt  feedback Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
6 11

1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 3.52
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.95
4 = Often N 4335
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 3  
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.68
3 = Often Stdev 0.81
4 = Very often N 4356

1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 2.89
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.02
4 = Often N 4331
5 = Very often

Quality of nonclassroom interactions with faculty Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
10 20

1 = Strongly Disagree 2 4  
2 = Disagree Mean 3.53
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.96
4 = Agree N 4355
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 2 4  
2 = Disagree Mean 3.64
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.93
4 = Agree N 4354
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 2 4  
2 = Disagree Mean 3.53
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.96
4 = Agree N 4351
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 2 4  
2 = Disagree Mean 3.11
3 = Neutral Stdev 1.21
4 = Agree N 4352
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 2 4  
2 = Disagree Mean 3.68
3 = Neutral Stdev 1.02
4 = Agree N 4351
5 = Strongly Agree

How often have faculty informed you of your level of 
performance in a timely manner?

How often have faculty checked to see if you learned 
the material well before going on to new material?

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you 
received prompt written or oral feedback from faculty 
on your academic performance?

The extent to which you agree that your non-
classroom interactions with faculty have had a 
positive influence on your career goals and 
aspirations.

The extent to which you agree that your non-
classroom interactions with faculty have had a 
positive influence on your personal growth, values, 
and attitudes. 

The extent to which you agree that your non-
classroom interactions with faculty have had a 
positive influence on your intellectual growth and 
interest in ideas.

The extent to which you agree that since coming to 
this institution, you have developed a close, personal 
relationship with at least one faculty member.

The extent to which you agree that you are satisfied 
with the opportunities to meet and interact informally 
with faculty members.
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Teaching clarity and organization Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
20 40

1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 3.86
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.69
4 = Often N 4340
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 3.85
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.76
4 = Often N 4331
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 3.71
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.79
4 = Often N 4337
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 3.61
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.80
4 = Often N 4335
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 3.83
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.81
4 = Often N 4332
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 3.87
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.76
4 = Often N 4336
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 4.17
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.73
4 = Often N 4334
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 4.03
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.78
4 = Often N 4323
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 4.11
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.78
4 = Often N 4321
5 = Very often

Frequency that faculty gave clear explanations.

Frequency that faculty made good use of examples 
and illustrations to explain difficult points.

Frequency that faculty gave assignments that helped 
in learning the course material.

Frequency that the presentation of material was well 
organized.

Frequency that faculty effectively reviewed and 
summarized the material.

Frequency that faculty interpreted abstract ideas and 
theories clearly.

Frequency that course goals and requirements were 
clearly explained.

Frequency that faculty were well prepared for class.

Frequency that class time was used effectively.
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Teaching clarity and organization (cont'd)

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
1 = Never 2 4  
2 = Rarely Mean 4.26
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.74
4 = Often N 4331
5 = Very often

Academic Challenge and High Expectations Academic Challenge:
Low 

Criterion
High 

Criterion Max
52 114 149

Academic challenge and effort Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
17 39

1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.60
3 = Often Stdev 0.83
4 = Very often N 4354
1 = None 2 4
2 = Between 1 and 4 Mean 3.70
3 = Between 5 and 10 Stdev 0.93
4 = Between 11 and 20 N 4351
5 = More than 20
1 = None 2 4
2 = Between 1 and 4 Mean 2.67
3 = Between 5 and 10 Stdev 0.88
4 = Between 11 and 20 N 4353
5 = More than 20
1 = None 1 3
2 = 1-2 Mean 2.47
3 = 3-4 Stdev 1.05
4 = 5-6 N 4323
5 = More than 6
1 = Very little 3 5
7 = Very much Mean 5.59

Stdev 1.08
N 4333

1 = 0 hours 3 6
2 = 1-5 hours Mean 4.50
3 = 6-10 hours Stdev 1.66
4 = 11-15 hours N 4349
5 = 16-20 hours
6 = 21-25 hours
7 = 26-30 hours
8 = More than 30 hours

Frequency that faculty had a good command of what 
they were teaching.

During the current school year, how many written 
papers or reports between 5 and 19 pages have you 
done?

In a typical week, how many problem sets take you 
more than an hour to complete?

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you worked 
harder than you thought you could to meet an 
instructor's standards or expectations?
During the current school year, how many assigned 
textbooks, books, or book-length packs of course 
readings have you done?

What is the extent to which your examinations during 
the current school year challenged you to do your 
best work?

About how many hours in a typical week do you spend 
preparing for class (studying, reading, writing, doing 
homework or lab work, analyzing data, rehearsing, 
and other academic activities)?

6 - 35



Academic challenge and effort (cont'd)

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
1 = Very little 1 3
2 = Some Mean 3.29
3 = Quite a bit Stdev 0.72
4 = Very much N 4336
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.97
3 = Often Stdev 0.82
4 = Very often N 4359
1 = Never 1 2
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.33
3 = Often Stdev 0.70
4 = Very often N 4355
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.55
3 = Often Stdev 0.95
4 = Very often N 4352
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.02
3 = Often Stdev 0.72
4 = Very often N 4354

Frequency of higher-order exams and assignments Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
10 20

1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 4.15
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.93
4 = Often N 4339
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 3.18
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.06
4 = Often N 4318
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 3.60
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.98
4 = Often N 4334
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 3.42
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.08
4 = Often N 4320
5 = Very often

To what extent does your institution emphasize 
spending significant amounts of time studying and on 
academic work?

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you asked 
questions in class or contributed to class discussions?

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you come 
to class without completing readings or assignments? 
(reverse-coded)

How often have exams or assignments required you 
to write essays?

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you made 
a class presentation?

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you 
prepared two or more drafts of a paper or assignment 
before turning it in?

How often have exams or assignments required you 
to point out the strengths and weaknesses of a 
particular argument or point of view?

How often have exams or assignments required you 
to use course content to address a problem not 
presented in the course?

How often have exams or assignments required you 
to compare or contrast topics or ideas from a course?
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Frequency of higher-order exams and assignments (cont'd)

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 3.53
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.12
4 = Often N 4335
5 = Very often

Challenging classes and high faculty expectations Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
12 24

1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 4.05
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.80
4 = Often N 4343
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 3.39
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.00
4 = Often N 4331
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 3.11
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.06
4 = Often N 4336
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 3.34
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.09
4 = Often N 4340
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 3.34
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.07
4 = Often N 4336
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 3.64
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.00
4 = Often N 4338
5 = Very often

How often have exams or assignments required you 
to argue for or against a particular point of view and 
defend your argument?

How often have faculty asked you to point out any 
fallacies in basic ideas, principles, or points of view 
presented in the course?

How often have faculty asked you to argue for or 
against a particular point of view?

How often have faculty asked challenging questions in 
class?

How often have faculty asked you to show how a 
particular course concept could be applied to an 
actual problem or situation?

How often have faculty challenged your ideas in 
class?

How often have students challenged each other's 
ideas in class?
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Integrating ideas, information, and experiences Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
13 31

1 = Strongly Disagree 2 4
2 = Disagree Mean 3.69
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.90
4 = Agree N 4338
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 2 4
2 = Disagree Mean 3.56
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.97
4 = Agree N 4334
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 2 4
2 = Disagree Mean 3.61
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.90
4 = Agree N 4333
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Strongly Disagree 2 4
2 = Disagree Mean 3.60
3 = Neutral Stdev 0.87
4 = Agree N 4331
5 = Strongly Agree
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 3.12
3 = Often Stdev 0.75
4 = Very often N 4354
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.60
3 = Often Stdev 0.78
4 = Very often N 4355
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.79
3 = Often Stdev 0.83

4 = Very often N 4353
1 = Very little 1 3
2 = Some Mean 3.03
3 = Quite a bit Stdev 0.79
4 = Very much N 4350
1 = Very little 1 3
2 = Some Mean 2.90
3 = Quite a bit Stdev 0.85
4 = Very much N 4350

The extent to which you agree that courses have 
helped you understand the historical, political, and 
social connections of past events. 

The extent to which you agree that courses have 
helped you see the connections between your 
intended career and how it affects society.

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you worked 
on a paper or project that required integrating ideas or 
information from various sources?
In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you put 
together ideas or concepts from different courses 
when completing assignments or during class 

The extent to which you agree that your out-of-class 
experiences have helped you connect what you have 
learned in the classroom with life events. 

The extent to which you agree that your out-of-class 
experiences have helped you translate knowledge 
and understanding from the classroom into action. 

During the current school year, how much has your 
coursework emphasized making judgments about the 
value of information, arguments, or methods, such as 
examining how others gathered and interpreted data 
and assessing the soundness of their conclusions?

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you 
discussed ideas from your readings or classes with 
others outside of class (students, family members, co-
workers, etc.)?
During the current school year, how much has your 
coursework emphasized synthesizing and organizing 
ideas, information, or experiences into new, more 
complex interpretations and relationships?
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Diversity Experiences Diversity Experiences:
Low 

Criterion
High 

Criterion Max
15 33 42

Meaningful interactions with diverse peers - I Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
9 21

1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 2.20
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.12
4 = Often N 4358
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 1.72
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.01
4 = Often N 4322
5 = Very often
1 = Very little 1 3
2 = Some Mean 2.72
3 = Quite a bit Stdev 0.95
4 = Very much N 4338
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.65
3 = Often Stdev 1.00
4 = Very often N 4355
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.83
3 = Often Stdev 0.92
4 = Very often N 4353

1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 1.68
3 = Sometimes Stdev 0.95
4 = Often N 4344
5 = Very often

How often have you attended a debate or lecture on a 
current political/social issue during this academic 
year?

How frequently have you had serious discussions with 
student affairs staff (e.g., residence hall staff, career 
counselor, student union or campus activities staff) 
whose political, social, or religious opinions were 
different from your own?

How often have you participated in a racial or cultural 
awareness workshop during this academic year?

To what extent does your institution emphasize 
encouraging contact among students from different 
economic, social, and racial or ethnic backgrounds?

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you had 
serious conversations with students of a different race 
or ethnicity than your own?
In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you had 
serious conversations with students who are very 
different from you in terms of their religious beliefs, 
political opinions, or personal values?
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Meaningful interactions with diverse peers - II Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
6 12

1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 2.62
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.16
4 = Often N 4325
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 2.63
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.20
4 = Often N 4319
5 = Very often
1 = Never 2 4
2 = Rarely Mean 3.10
3 = Sometimes Stdev 1.24
4 = Often N 4329
5 = Very often

NSSE Deep Learning
Deep Learning:

Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion Max

12 36 48

Higher Order Thinking Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
4 12

1 = Very little 1 3
2 = Some Mean 3.32
3 = Quite a bit Stdev 0.71
4 = Very much N 4355

1 = Very little 1 3
2 = Some Mean 3.03
3 = Quite a bit Stdev 0.79
4 = Very much N 4350
1 = Very little 1 3
2 = Some Mean 2.90
3 = Quite a bit Stdev 0.85
4 = Very much N 4350

1 = Very little 1 3
2 = Some Mean 3.17
3 = Quite a bit Stdev 0.82
4 = Very much N 4354

During the current school year, how much has your 
coursework emphasized synthesizing and organizing 
ideas, information, or experiences into new, more 
complex interpretations and relationships?
During the current school year, how much has your 
coursework emphasized making judgments about the 
value of information, arguments, or methods, such as 
examining how others gathered and interpreted data 
and assessing the soundness of their conclusions?

During the current school year, how much has your 
coursework emphasized applying theories or concepts 
to practical problems or in new situations?

During the current school year, how much has your 
coursework emphasized analyzing the basic elements 
of an idea, experience, or theory, such as examining a 
particular case or situation in depth and considering 
its components?

How often have you shared personal feelings and 
problems with diverse students (e.g., students 
differing from you in race, national origin, values, 
religion, political views) while attending this college?

How often have you had discussions regarding inter-
group relations with diverse students (e.g., students 
differing from you in race, national origin, values, 
religion, political views) while attending this college?

How often have you had meaningful and honest 
discussions about issues related to social justice with 
diverse students (e.g., students differing from you in 
race, national origin, values, religion, political views) 
while attending this college?
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Integrative Learning Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
5 15

1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 3.12
3 = Often Stdev 0.75
4 = Very often N 4354
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.74
3 = Often Stdev 0.83
4 = Very often N 4353

1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.60
3 = Often Stdev 0.78
4 = Very often N 4355
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 1.99
3 = Often Stdev 0.86
4 = Very often N 4357
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.79
3 = Often Stdev 0.83
4 = Very often N 4353

Reflective Learning Low 
Criterion

High 
Criterion

Survey Question Answer Choices Low Level High Level
3 9

1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.61
3 = Often Stdev 0.85
4 = Very often N 4353
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.74
3 = Often Stdev 0.82
4 = Very often N 4353
1 = Never 1 3
2 = Sometimes Mean 2.89
3 = Often Stdev 0.78
4 = Very often N 4354

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you 
discussed ideas from your readings or classes with 
faculty members outside of class?
In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you 
discussed ideas from your readings or classes with 
others outside of class (students, family members, co-
workers, etc.)?

During the current school year, about how often have 
you examined the strengths and weaknesses of your 
own views on a topic or issue?

During the current school year, about how often have 
you tried to better understand someone else's views 
by imagining how an issue looks from his or her 
perspective?
During the current school year, about how often have 
you learned something that changed the way you 
understand an issue or concept?

In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you worked 
on a paper or project that required integrating ideas or 
information from various sources?
In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you 
included diverse perspectives (different races, 
religions, genders, political beliefs, etc.) in class 
discussions or writing assignments?
In your experience at your institution during the 
current school year, about how often have you put 
together ideas or concepts from different courses 
when completing assignments or during class 
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Appendix E: Guidelines for Merging Institutional Data 

We are happy to provide merged data to participating Wabash National Study institutions. In 
accordance with IRB specifications, we do not provide data that can be easily identifiable as 
belonging to a specific student. To that end, we have developed the following guidelines and 
procedures for requesting WNSLAE data. 

For all requests, please contact Susie Pappas at ACT (susan.pappas@act.org). 

Send an Excel file containing institutional data to be merged with WNSLAE data. Some 
examples of such data are the following: gender, race, retention flag, GPA category (e.g., 3.01–
3.25, 3.26–3.5, 3.51–3.75, 3.76–4.0), major category (i.e., business, humanities, health sciences, 
education, etc.). Be sure to include all the variables you will need for your analysis, as the 
merged file returned by ACT will be stripped of any personally identifiable information. 

The file should include institutional student ID. ACT will use this to perform the match and then 
remove it before returning the file to your institution. Be assured that ACT will safeguard the 
information you send us and will not use it for any other purpose. 

The following raw data and scale scores are available. While we are happy to provide the entire 
set of data if necessary, it might be helpful to review the various instruments and determine 
which items, sections, or assessment scores best fit your research needs before making your 
request. 

• Registration data (40 items) – Fall 2007 
• Student Survey  (raw responses, 51 items) – Fall 2007 
• Student Assessments  (scale scores associated with individual instruments, 19 items) – 

Fall 2007 and Spring 2008 
• Students Experiences Survey (raw responses, 154 items) – Spring 2008 
• NSSE (raw responses, 82 items) – Spring 2008 
• CAAP Critical Thinking Scores (for half the students, 4 items) – Fall 2007 and Spring 

2008 
• DIT-2 Scores (for half the students, 11 items) – Fall 2007 and Spring 2008 
• Good Practice Scale and Subscale Scores (22 items) – Spring 2008 
• Life Goals and Orientation Toward Learning Scales (7 items) – Fall 2007 and Spring 

2008 
 
Due to the limitations of Microsoft Access, files longer than approximately 250 fields will be 
split into separate worksheets and tied together with a unique ID. Please note that ACT cannot 
provide interpretation as to the meaning of the various scale scores. These are questions better 
directed to the research team. 
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